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Our attorneys practicing estate planning are especially known for their
depth of experience regarding:

● Florida probate
● Florida wills
● Estate planning

The first step involves communication and education. Our attorneys meet
personally with clients to review their personal and financial information as
well as their goals and objectives for their family members.

In addition to learning about our clients and their goals, we educate them
about issues affecting wealth transfer such as:

● Wills and trusts
● Probate and trust administration
● Alternatives to estate administration
● Estate, gift and generation-skipping taxes, and asset protection

We believe that an informed client will make the best possible decisions for
their family. We also believe that estate planning is a lifelong process. The
estate plan of a young executive or business person changes over time, as
their family, assets and objectives change.

Because we attempt to customize our clients’ estate plan to their
particular needs, the complexity of the plan selected will vary from simple
to complicated as directed by the client. We provide standard estate
planning documents consisting of Wills, Durable Powers of Attorney,
Designation of Health Care Surrogate, and Life Support Declaration (living
wills), for married couples with children, as well as for single persons.

In cases where estate tax planning is warranted, the firm’s attorneys
prepare documents that take advantage of the applicable credit amount
(commonly known as the unified credit). We also counsel clients to
consider marital deduction trusts and generation-skipping trusts. Because
the nature of the estate and gift transfer tax system encourages gifts, we
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prepare a variety of irrevocable trusts that can serve as vehicles for making lifetime gifts to family members,
thereby reducing the effective rate of transfer tax.

Our attorneys have experience dealing with the variety of financial assets that typically constitute a client’s
portfolio, including real estate, marketable securities, qualified plan accounts and individual retirement
arrangements. Moreover, we have had significant experience in preparing comprehensive estate plans that
utilize all of the client’s assets in a complete transfer program to take advantage of all available estate tax
exclusions, exemptions and deductions.

Clients benefit from our experience in preparing charitable remainder trusts, charitable gift annuities, private
family foundations and other arrangements that reduce estate tax by utilizing charitable deductions available to
estate and gift tax transfers.

Based on the recent reduction in the capital gains tax rate, the transfer of family-owned assets by various sale
techniques, rather than by gift or transfer at death has become more attractive. For this reason, we may
recommend intra-family sales in the form of deferred payment sales, private annuities and self-canceling
installment notes.
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